Best Practices & Outcomes of Best Practices: 2023-24

Best Practices 1

i. Title of the Practice: “Active participation in community service and awareness activities
towards democratic citizenship”

Under these practices various clubs and societies of college work tirelessly to spread awareness
among the youth regarding various social and psychological issues. Along with imparting
education, the practical application of one’s academic knowledge in relation to society and
environment is a unique feature of all these clubs and societies. Various activities that are
conducted from time to time, not only help the students develop their personalities but also bridge
the gap between the institution and the society, which further enhances students’ role as
responsible citizens. The sole aim of these clubs and societies is to inculcate good value system,
work culture, leadership qualities, and compassion and life skills in our students, and to groom
their personalities as good and responsible human beings. In this series a number of awareness
campaigns and social work like mending and maintaining the college road during floods; making
people aware of environment protection, cleaning the temple premises and the market area, social
awareness programmes on de-addiction, mental health and general hygiene and nutrition etc. are
to name a few that were carried out by the volunteers of various clubs and societies.

ii. Objectives of the Practice: Govt. Degree College Banjar envisions an equitable society through
the inculcation of human values among students. The college aims to foster these values by
integrating knowledge with social responsibilities. We strive to make the students understand and
appreciate diversity in our society, and to familiarize them with a wide range of issues like
globalization, human rights, gender and caste discrimination, promoting girl-child education and
women empowerment, health and hygiene, environmental protection, drug abuse and
rehabilitation etc., so that students can gain insights into these issues and take steps towards
resolving them.

iii. The context: One of the notable best practices of Govt. Degree College Banjar has been its
service towards the community through various awareness, extension and outreach programs. In
the rural areas, where people, belonging to diverse groups and communities, have many prejudices
and are not aware of issues like mental health, basic hygiene, gender issues and, class and caste
divide, our students strive to act as agents of social change. The extension services undertaken by
the students in the nearby villages have noticeably improved the quality of life and the thought
process of the rural population.

iv. The practice: A number of clubs and societies (such as NSS, NCC, Rovers & Rangers, Red
Ribbon Club, Women’s Cell, Literary Society, Eco and Eco-Energy Club) have been actively
functioning in the college to enhance the social consciousness of the students. The volunteers from
these clubs and societies conducted a number of awareness campaigns to enlighten the students as
well as rural communities on themes like ‘Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao’, safety and security of
women, menstruation hygiene, gender sanitization, environmental hazards, girls’ education,



women empowerment, drug abuse and legal rights etc. Here are the activities conducted by various
clubs and societies during this session:

The Road safety club of the college organized a number of awareness programs in college and
outside the college during the session 2023-24. On 12th Dec. 2023 a program on road safety was
organized in which Dr Vikas Kumar delivered a lecture on Road safety, and many competitions
such as slogan writing, poster making and declamation were organised.

The NDRF team in collaboration with the college conducted a mock drill on disaster
management and made the students aware about how to minimize the panic during any disaster.
They also trained them with a few lifesaving skills required in such situation.

Apart from this, international archeological Day, in which students actively took part and
presented PPTs on India’s rich heritage and kathkuni architecture of Himachal was organized by
the History department. Constitution Day, Hindi Diwas and Sanskrit Diwas were also
celebrated during this session, in which students actively took part in various competitions and
enhanced their knowledge about our constitution, their rights and duties, and the rich heritage of
Hindi and Sanskrit languages, through the lectures delivered by competent authorities.

The college had the privilege to host the State Level Mega NSS Camp during this session, in
which 127 volunteers from 41 colleges across the state took part and made it a grand success.
During this Mega camp the following dignitaries shared their knowledge on various issues with
the students:

)] A lecture and a role-play on drug addiction and its cure was delivered and organized by
Dr Satyavrat Vaidya, from De-addiction facility, Bhuntar.

i) A lecture and a quiz was conducted by Sh. Shubham Dwivedi, Leading District Officer
RBI

iii) Dr. Banita Saklani delivered a lecture on Gender sensitization.

iv) Mr. Mandeep Singh Kaar Sewa Dal Kullu Delivered a lecture on importance of service to
mankind and general humanity.

V) Dr. Varyam Singh Negi and Mrs. Tara Negi delivered a lecture on Human rights and
environment protection.

Vi) Mr. Mahinder Vice-Pardhan addressed the students on general social issues.

vii)  Sh. Maan Singh Member (Zila Parishad) also addressed the students on general issues.

viii)  Mr. Bhupal Singh highlighted the importance of cultural issues in our life.

Swachhata Week under Swachhata hee seva to achieve universal sanitation coverage was also

conducted. During the seven-day annual NSS camp, the volunteers adopted a nearby Panchayat

named Kothi-Chehni where activities such as cleanliness and Shrum-daan drives, conservation

of natural water bodies and beautification of the area were conducted.

v. Evidence of success: The evidence of success can be seen from the active participation of the
volunteers/students in the various social extension, awareness and outreach activities. A higher
number of enrollments of girls in comparison to boys in the college may be seen as the result of
such awareness drives. These programs helped the students to realize their potential and
constructively channelize it, whereby they could also spread their acquired awareness and skills



among their surroundings. Such activities also help in creating positive social impact as well as
fostering a sense of mutual co-existence which is integral to social survival and harmony.

vi. Problems encountered and resources required: Since the college staff and students are well
familiarized with the geography and socio-cultural constraints of the area, no notable problems
were encountered.
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Best Practice : 2

i. Title of the Practice: Strengthening and integration of ICT resources in academics and
administrative activities.

ii. Objectives of the Practice: i) To equip the students and the faculty with the recent trends of
the ICT-enabled teaching-learning process to produce quality human resources for the nation.

ii) To develop a fully automated online admission system as well as online financial and office
management system.



iii. The Context: Government Degree College Banjar is committed to taking utmost care in
ensuring efficient and effective student-centric and time-bound teaching by adopting the national
and global demands of ICT application in the teaching-learning process as well as routine
administrative work like admission process, online fee payment and official management system
to promote efficiency and paperless work. As the present scenario also calls for digital and blended
learning, the faculty and administrative staff are continuously encouraged to use ICT-enabled
technologies and tools for conducting participative training sessions in the college.

iv. The Practice: The College has upgraded its IT infrastructure in recent times by purchasing and
installing new systems, upgrading software and operating systems, installing interactive panels
and digital lecterns for e-learning, digitalization of library along with subscription to INFLIBNET
to ensure effective information sharing and knowledge dissemination through universal access to
e-resources.

A fully-equipped language lab with relevant software’s has been established to improve the
language skills of students.

A research centre with four computers has also been set up where faculty as well as students can
pursue their research-oriented work. Alumni who are engaged in higher studies are also free to use
the research centre for the same.

An ICT-enabled GIS lab has also been created to impart and enhance the practical knowledge of
students in the field of Geography. The students were also trained to use these applications
productively to gain new skills and knowledge.

Wi-Fi internet facility is available for teaching, non-teaching staff and students. The faculty has
been encouraging the students to take recourse to e-learning modules present in the web space
which would make them fit for the diverse and ever-changing job market.

The college website has been upgraded with a new domain, integrating a fully automated online
admission process, online fee payment gateway and office management system.

Also, a set of interactive panels and associated accessories was provided by the directorate of
higher education to strengthen the activities of career counseling and placement cell through video-
conferencing and multimedia sessions.

v. Evidence of Success: The outcomes are visible as the ICT-enabled teaching-learning is being
conducted successfully. The students take up online quizzes, submit online assignments, take up
various grammar exercises available online and participate in other curricular and co-curricular
activities online, including activities of clubs and societies that are conducted through ICT-enabled
tools. Students use these facilities to make PPTs and present project reports. These facilities are
also utilized in showing them adaptations of certain plays and novels, based on their courses.
Further evidence of success is that the admission process was completed fully through online mode
through these tools.

vi. Problems Encountered and Resources Required: The procurement of ICT-enabled devices
is a costly affair. Earlier, the college received a grant from RUSA and Utkrisht Mahavidyalya



Yojana out of which some amount was utilized to support ICT facilities as per the direction of the
directorate of higher education. At times poor connectivity affects the services.
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